DECLARATION FOR
AMERICAN DEMOCRACY

July 19, 2023
Dear Senators and Representatives,

On behalf of our organizations representing tens of millions of Americans, we strongly endorse the
Freedom to Vote Act and call on Congress to pass this transformative pro-voter, anti-corruption bill.
While we recognize that passage in this Congress might be challenging, we nonetheless urge all
Members of Congress to fight for the policies in this historic legislation and pass these reforms.

For far too long, special interests, ultra-wealthy donors, and vote suppressors have dominated our
politics and attempted to silence the voices of everyday Americans, especially in Black and Brown
communities. The Freedom to Vote Act would help shift power away from bad actors and transfer it to
“we the people.”

This critically important legislation will protect the voices of voters, end partisan gerrymandering,
counter undemocratic and dangerous election sabotage efforts, and help to eliminate the undue
influence of dark money in our elections. The Freedom to Vote Act, which incorporates significant
feedback from state and local election officials, will ensure no matter which party you support or where
you live, your voice and vote will be heard, counted, and protected. Specifically, the Freedom to Vote Act
would:

e Respond directly to new laws around the country aimed squarely at making it harder for people
to vote--which will disproportionately impact communities of color--by setting commonsense
standards for safe, convenient practices like early voting, automatic voter registration and
vote-by-mail.

® Protect the integrity of our elections by adding new safeguards against election sabotage, such
as partisan efforts to remove local election administrators and harassment of poll workers.

e Ban gerrymandering and prevent states from adopting congressional maps based unduly on
voters’ political party.

o Reduce the power of special interests in our elections by shining a light on secret political
spending and getting big money out of politics.

If enacted, the Freedom to Vote Act would be the most significant, comprehensive anti-corruption and
voting rights bill in generations. This transformational legislation is also essential to counteract the many



voter suppression and sabotage laws recently enacted in at least 20 states. Reforms contained in the bill
are popular, and many of them are tried-and-true solutions that have passed in red, blue, and purple
states.

It’s equally important for Congress to pass the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act and the
Washington, D.C. Admission Act, both of which have twice passed the House in recent years. Collectively,
these bills are a major step forward to protect the will of the people. We look forward to working with
you in the years ahead to protect and strengthen our voices, and we urge you to work with your
colleagues to do whatever it takes to pass transformative reform to create a truly multi-racial democracy.

Sincerely,
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