
September 14, 2022

President Joseph Biden
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden,

We, the undersigned members of the Declaration for American Democracy (DFAD) coalition,

urge you to take executive action to require the disclosure of political expenditures made

by government contractors.

Formed in 2018, DFAD is now a coalition of more than 250 organizations, including labor, civil

rights, environmental, faith, social justice, reproductive rights, and many other types of

grassroots community groups. Our member organizations represent tens of millions of

Americans who are urgently seeking to make the promise of democracy real for all of us.

In an environment where polls show

● 7 in 10 Americans believe America’s economy is “rigged to advantage the rich and

powerful” and “traditional parties and politicians don't care about people like me,”

● more than half of Americans “do not have confidence that elections reflect the will

of the people,” and

● 3 in 5 voters believe “the amount of money that corporations and special interests

spend on political campaigns impacts me and my family,”

It is long past time for federal action to reduce the power of money in politics.

There is overwhelming, bipartisan popular support for bills protecting our voting rights and

democracy, H.R. 5746, the combined the Freedom to Vote Act (72% of Americans in

battleground states) and the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act (69% of all

Americans). But as you know, in recent years federal legislation to preserve free and fair

elections has repeatedly failed to survive a U.S. Senate filibuster.

https://dfadcoalition.org/
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/declaration-for-american-democracy-coalition-announced
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-07/GA%20-%20Broken%20System%20Sentiment%20-%20Populist%20Anti-Elitism%20and%20Nativism%20in%202021%20-%20Graphic%20Report.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/15/politics/big-lie-republican-belief-trump/index.html
https://campaignlegal.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/CLC%20FEC%20MEMO.pdf
https://endcitizensunited.org/latest-news/press-releases/new-ecu-lav-poll-freedom-to-vote-act-draws-support-across-party-lines-in-senate-battlegrounds/
https://endcitizensunited.org/latest-news/press-releases/new-ecu-lav-poll-freedom-to-vote-act-draws-support-across-party-lines-in-senate-battlegrounds/
https://endcitizensunited.org/latest-news/press-releases/new-poll-three-in-five-voters-support-the-freedom-to-vote-act-seven-in-ten-support-john-lewis-voting-rights-act/
https://endcitizensunited.org/latest-news/press-releases/new-poll-three-in-five-voters-support-the-freedom-to-vote-act-seven-in-ten-support-john-lewis-voting-rights-act/


Americans across the political spectrum are deeply troubled by the ever greater role big

donors have in our political system. This outsized role has been exacerbated by the federal

government’s failure to take any concrete action to restore common sense safeguards in more

than a decade since the Supreme Court’s decision in Citizens United v. FEC gave corporations

and others the ability to spend unlimited sums of money to influence elections

The inability of Congress to pass this legislation does not mitigate the need for federal action

on money in politics – instead, it deepens the problem of voters believing that our government

represents special interests, rather than representing us.

In this particularly perilous time for our country’s democracy – as the same dark money

groups that have “spent big” to shape the Supreme Court have also spent millions pushing

Trump’s Big Lie and funding insurrectionists – you can help focus public attention on the

fact that there are solutions to the corrosion caused by money in politics. In the absence of

Senate action, we urge you to take a step that is clearly within your own authority, and

issue an executive order requiring federal contractors to disclose their political spending,

including spending by their subsidiaries and affiliated organizations.

Nonpartisan Open Secrets reported that dark money groups poured more than $750 million

into 2020 elec tions through ad spend ing and record-break ing contri bu tions to polit ical

commit tees, including super PACs.

A recent review showed that PACs associated with just the 10 largest federal contractors spent

$24.8 million during the 2020 election cycle. Those 10 contractors alone received $213.8 billion

in federal money in 2020, almost one third of the $665 billion received by all federal

contractors that same year. None of which are required to disclose their political spending.

A 2014 study of 200 corporations with active PACs and lobbyists showed that for every dollar

spent influencing politics, the corporations received $760 from the government.

Unfortunately, this practice is not new – only the magnitude and specific vehicles for political

influence have changed. Our country’s history is rife with pay-to-play scandals. But voters

across the political spectrum are running out of patience with the unseen manipulation of our

government – 83% of Americans support public disclosure of contributions engaged in

electoral politics.

https://www.accountable.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/The-Dark-Money-Groups-Spending-Big-To-Shape-The-Supreme-Court-Are-The-Same-Groups-That-Spent-Millions-Pushing-Trumps-Big-Lie-And-Funding-Insurrectionists.pdf
https://www.accountable.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/The-Dark-Money-Groups-Spending-Big-To-Shape-The-Supreme-Court-Are-The-Same-Groups-That-Spent-Millions-Pushing-Trumps-Big-Lie-And-Funding-Insurrectionists.pdf
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2014/03/chevron-super-pac-fec-pay-play/
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2020/10/dark-money-2020-new-ways-to-hide-donors/
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2020/10/dark-money-2020-new-ways-to-hide-donors/
https://www.citizen.org/article/contractor-political-expenditures/
https://www.citizen.org/article/contractor-political-expenditures/
https://sunlightfoundation.com/2014/11/17/fixed-fortunes-biggest-corporate-political-interests-spend-billions-get-trillions/
https://campaignlegal.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/CLC%20DISCLOSURE%20MEMO.pdf


Federal vendors’ political spending poses significant threats of corruption and cronyism in the

contracting process. This is the reason that direct giving by contractors has long been banned.

With the advent of secret political spending following the Citizens United decision, the need

for new disclosure requirements is obvious. The incentives are too great for federal contractors

to spend money on elections in exchange for favors with contracts, service deals, leases and

more. And even the appearance that this could be happening – because the amount of

“investment” is hidden from public view – is damaging to our democracy and to the

contracting process.

Aside from the risk of corruption, voters simply deserve to understand what companies are

trying to influence our politics, and what they want from the government. This Executive

Order would provide the public with a picture of the indirect federal campaign spending

allowed since Citizens United from companies who receive large federal contracts, helping the

electorate to make more informed decisions and improving the quality of the contracting

process.

In the absence of other federal action to rein in the influence of special interest money, an

Executive Order on government contracting would be a modest step toward reform. We urge

you to take this opportunity to shine a light on political spending, improve the contracting

process, and start the process of reclaiming our “Government by the People.”

Signed,
20/20 Vision DC
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